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insensible to every thing that passed. Homeck
addressed a letter to the Dowager Lady Albemarle, by
Mrs. Horneck had been brought up, and with whom she was
a most extraordinary favorite, the old lady considering
her almost as a divinity. In his letter he stated the horrible
and disgraceful facts he had just discovered, which would
necessarily drive him to seek a divorce. He then returned
to the Tower, with far different feelings to those he had a
few hours before left it.

The following morning, when Mrs. Horneck awoke, she
had no recollection whatever of any thing that had oc-
curred, but upon being made acquainted with every
particular by her Femme de chambre, she with the utmost
composure dressed herself, ordered her chair and away
she went to Lady Albemarle's house in Spring Gardens,
where running up to her Ladyship, who had not yet
risen, she in a passion of tears, groans and bitter lamen-
tations bewailed her untoward, her cruel fate, which had
ordained that her dear, dear but fickle Charles's love should
thus early be estranged, and what was still more distressing
and ungenerous that he should so far forget every principle
of honour and justice as to accuse her of wronging his bed
in order to cover his own scandalous infidelity, she having
just ascertained that he kept no less than three concubines
in different parts of the town. In short, so well did this
little imp of hell act her part, and such was the unbounded
influence she possessed over the mind of her protectress
that every word she uttered was taken as true, and the
abandoned girl was pronounced a deeply injured and for-
saken wife.

Lady Albemarle forthwith took Mrs. Horneck into her
house, declaring she would countenance and protect her,
not only against the unjust and infamous attack of the
base husband, but against the unfeeling prejudices of the
whole world. For several days after the artful hussey
got thus under the protection of Lady Albemarle she kept
her room, pretending to be extremely ill from the agitation
her spirits had undergone. Her protectress, all anxiety for